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Commonwealth Day Flag Raising € 10 March 2014

Message From Your Chairman

Despite the fact that ‘spring’ has officially ‘sprung’, we are still faced with several feet
of snow all around us. As | write this we're preparing for yet another ‘weather
bomb’ coming up the East Coast. Fortunately. Hopefully we will soon be able to
count on warmer days. Nevertheless, the season for hibernation is finally over and
we can get moving!

There are lots of things to do, as always. On April 26th, we will be gathering for our
annual Spring Membership Meeting, during which we will highlight the 75th anniver-
sary of the 1939 Royal Tour by King George VI and Queen Elizbeth. Look for details
inside.

In May Atlantic Canada will again welcome Their Royal Highnesses The Prince of
Wales and The Duchess of Cornwall. The Branch is planning to offer a bus tour to
Halifax to see the Royal Couple there; look for details inside.

We also have other plans for the Spring and Summer, and | invite you to keep your
eyes and ears open.

Please also read inside about our recent (and first!) Commonwealth Day event!

Stay tuned, Barry
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For the first time since
its founding in 2008, the
New Brunswick Branch
of the Monarchist League
officially celebrated
Commonwealth Day on
March 10th with a flag-
raising outside the Legis-
lative Assembly building
in Fredericton.

Commonwealth Day is
the successor to the Em-
pire Day of old, which
was first celebrated in
Dundas, ON, in 1898 on
the last school day be-
fore May 24th, and also
honoured Queen Victo-
ria’s birthday. Beginning
in 1904, Empire Day was
celebrated on that date
across the British Empire
and later the Common-
wealth, while the Sover-
eign’s birthday was cele-
brated at a different time.
In 1958, Empire Day be-
came known as Com-
monwealth Day to re-
flect more accurately the
relationship  between
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Govern-

Britain and her former
colonies. In 1976, at the
Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting in
Canberra, a Canadian pro-
posal of the second Mon-
day in March was adopted
for the celebration of Com-
monwealth Day across the
Commonwealth.

In Canada, there is cur-
rently no official obser-
vance of Commonwealth
Day, except for a federal
stipulation that the Royal
Union Flag (the official sym-
bol of Canada’s member-
ship in the Commonwealth)
be flown alongside the Ma-
ple Leaf outside all govern-
ment buildings where physi-
cal arrangements allow (i.e.,
at least two flags poles).

At a meeting of the League
executive earlier this win-
ter, it was suggested that
the Branch make some ef-
fort to mark Common-
wealth Day, a holiday which
otherwise passes by com-
pletely unnoticed. MLA

ment of New Brunswick at
our Gala Dinner and also
invited us to partner with
him on several school visits
during which he highlighted
to young people the impor-
tant role played by the
Crown in our Parliamen-
tary Democracy.
he The six members of the
League, who volunteered

tommemorating Commonwealth Day

Brian Macdonald helped
us to arrange to have the
Commonwealth  Flag
flown outside the Legisla-
ture on March 10th.

The Union Flag flies out-
side the Legislature every
day of the year as an ac-
knowledgement of New
Brunswick’s British roots,
so we felt it was impor-
tant to fly a flag which
passersby would notice
and which might cause a
bit of discussion.

We were right. After our
very brief flag raising,
Chairman MacKenzie was
interviewed by Nick
Moore of CTV for a story
about the holiday which
appeared on Live at Five.
Mr. Moore also spoke to
a political scientist at STU
who was critical of the
Commonwealth’s non-
action on Prime Minister
Harper’s insistence that
Sri Lanka be pressured to
improve a poor human
rights record.

Members Presented to Legislative Assembly

On March 11th, six mem-
bers of the League were
honoured to be presented to
the Legislative Assembly as
the guests of MLA Brian
M acdonald.
Macdonald has long
been a friend of the NB
Branch. During the Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee year,

to be present, were invited to
sit on the floor of the Cham-
ber near the Speaker’s
Throne and were introduced
individually by Mr. Macdonald
at the beginning of the day’s
s e s s i 0 n
Following the presentation,
members had an opportunity
to have their photograph

taken with Premier Alward.
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You're Invited to our Annual
Spring General Meeting

Discussing the 1939 Royal Tour
26 April 2014
1:00PM

Knights of Columbus Hall, 170 Regent St
RSVP by April 23rd to €589 or by emalill
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Sprmg Meeling 1o Highlight 1939 Royal Tour

Please make plans to attend our Annual Spring General
Meeting on April 26th. To compliment the short business
meeting, we will enjoy an audio visual presentation about the
1939 Royal Tour, the 75th Anniversary of which will take
place in June of this year.
The 1939 Royal Tour was the first occasion in which Canada
welcomed a reigning Sovereign, and it is also the earliest

Royal Tour which exists in the memory of living Canadians,

including some of our members.
Please consider bringing along any of your souvenirs (and
memories!) of this historic event to add to a display of items
which will be on loan (for the meeting only) from our Chair-
man and others. Perhaps you have an armband like the one
pictured above, or a scrapbook, cup and saucer, some snap-
shots, or a souvenir programme/ Bring it along and share your

little piece of history with your fellow members! Thanks!
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PO Box 133 Station A

Fredericton, NB
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Phone: 506-454-9589

If you will be in the Fredericton area on

April 5th, please drop by our booth at the

Fredericton North Heritage Fair, which is

taking place from 9:30am to 4:30pm at the
Kinsmen Club, 141 School St, Fredericton
North.We will be sharing our exhibit on the

history of Royal Tours of NB and highlight-

ing the 1939 Royal Tour.

E-mail: communications@monarchistnb.ca

Monarchy: The Canadian Way!

Look for us on the
World-Wide-Web:
www.monarchistnb.ca

Chairman Mackenzie Receives Appoiniment

From a Press Release from Do-
minion Chairman Robert Finch:

| am delighted to announce the
appointment of our New Bruns-
wick Branch Chairman, Barry
MacKenzie, as the League's Re-
gional Coordinator for Atlantic
Canada. While retaining his role in
N ew Brunswick,
Barry's now assumes a new re-
sponsibility as the senior League
Officer in the four Atlantic prov-
inces. In this capacity, he gives
me good advice, speaks to media
and considers opportunities to
expand our work into Prince Ed-
ward Island, resume a League
presence in Newfoundland & Lab-
rador and encourage the efforts of
our existing three branches in
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.

Barry was born and raised in the
Miramichi River Valley where a

love and respect for the monarchy
was passively instilled in him by
his paternal grandparents. He
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts
(First Class Honours) from St.
Francis Xavier University in Anti-
gonish in 2007. In 2009, he re-
ceived a Master of Arts degree
from the University of New Bruns-
wick, at which institution he is cur-

T

rently completing a Doctorate, with a
research focus on the history of
Royal Tours of New Brunswick. Out-
side of the League, he is also a
member of the Knights of Columbus,
the Miramichi Highland Society, the
NB Scottish Cultural Association, the
Clan MacKenzie Society of Canada,
the Irish Canadian Cultural Associa-
tion of NB, and the York-Sunbury
Historical Society. He is also an ac-
tive genealogist. He was awarded
the Queen's Diamond Jubilee Medal
in 2012. Most importantly, he is the
husband of Marielle and father to
Henry (who is soon to be joined by a
little brother or sister).

I know you will all want to congratu-
late Barry on assuming this impor-
tant role, and pass on to him any
information whereby the League
could find new opportunities in loyal
Atlantic Canada.



